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Forward 
 
For China, the past year has been an eventful one.  Just weeks into 2008, large swathes of the nation 

were hit by freezing snowstorms that isolated villages and towns, cut off roads and railways, and 

paralyzed cities and metropolis—on a devastating scale that was unprecedented for at least a century.  

Then, just when the heavy snow had thawed and thick ice melted in Southwest China, the entire 

world was shocked and grieved to learn of the May 12 Quake at Wenchuan and the environs, a 

catastrophic spasm of Nature that leveled towns and villages and snatched more than 70,000 

innocent lives (with 18,000 missing and 374,000 wounded) in a matter of seconds. 

 

Powerful as the Wenchuan Earthquake was, the outpouring of compassion and donations from all 

corners of the world, particularly from the overseas and domestic communities, were even more 

overpowering as they were torrential.  We at SYSUAA were no exception, with our Honorary 

President Mr. Yok Kui Chan taking the lead by making donations, through the American Red Cross, 

in excess of $10,000.  Mr. Junnan Wu, our Board Member for Recreation, donated $1,100, the 
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largest amount through our Association.  Following an initial pledging campaign that raised $4,740 

which was delivered to the disaster-afflicted areas via the Chinese Consulate-General in New York, 

we co-sponsored a charity concert at Asia Society with sister organizations of several major Chinese 

universities.  Our enthusiastic alums attended and/or contributed at the musical event an additional 

$2,290, which was handed over on the spot to Vice Consul-General SHI Yong.  In the ensuing week, 

our ex-president Daxi Li, SCUT and I co-organized a Gu Yuan Art auction, which helped raise a 

handsome $87,000 earmarked for building a Hope School at Jinhua Township in the afflicted area. 

 

This year saw the sad departure of three alumni: Dr. Shek Ming KWONG, our president from 1991 

to 1993, Ms Chuankun Ying, a law major who passed away peacefully at a venerable age, and Mr. 

Weixing CAI who, having just passed his PhD dissertation in math at Syracuse University and 

landed a teaching position at Tennessee University, died of an unfortunate accident at the promising 

age of only 28!  Once again, our sympathetic alums, who had never met Weixing before, made 

generous donations to help his poor and ailing parents in rural Shantou tide over their difficulties. 

 

Those episodes are but two of the numerous examples that illustrate the cohesion, compassion and 

utility of our 68-year-old institution.  In the course of the year, we have also organized the highly 

successful annual Spring Festival Tea Party, UN Art Exhibition, and the summer BBQ at Belmont 

Lake State Park, Long Island.  The Spring Festival celebration with our SCUT friends at the brand-

new Queens Crossing building was fun and spectacular.  Our decades-old tradition of regular 

monthly luncheon/dinner is going strong.  Our ties with the Chinese Consulate-General in New York, 

the Lingnan Foundation and SCUT Alumni USA have grown stronger.  Our seasoned and thriving 

institution has been invigorated with the infusion of more young blood.  

 

Academically, I returned to SYSU’s Zhuhai Campus on a two-week teaching mission,  which was 

but a continuum of many years of contributions of experience and knowledge by our alums abroad.  

During the U.S. visit by Prof. Wang Bin, Dean of the School of Foreign Languages and School of 

Translation, Jean Zhu, Hong Liu and I helped him established substantive links with Patterson 

University and Skidmore College.  We also welcome 23 students and their teachers to the English 

summer programme at St. John’s University, helping with planning, advice, liaison and logistics. 

 

Looking back over the past two years, it has been my humble privilege to serve this great 

establishment--as a bridge between our elders and alums of my age and of a younger generation, as a 

convenient link between SYSUAA and its sister organizations, mostly from Guangdong, and as a 

conduit of communication between our alma mater and our membership here.  I do hope that this 

torch will be passed on to more capable and steady hands, so much so that our time-honoured 

traditions will be carried forward in the years and decades to come.  Rest assured that I will remain a 

committed member and avid supporter of this great organization.             

 

 

                Feng Chen 

                  President 

          National Sun Yat-sen University Alumni Association, Inc. 
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2007 11 -2008 10     

   

     

     

 1  $30.00 $970.00 $1,000.00 

 2  $30.00 $470.00 $500.00 

 3  $30.00 $270.00 $300.00 

 4  $30.00 $270.00 $300.00 

 5  $30.00 $270.00 $300.00 

 6/7 

 

$60.00 $240.00 $300.00 

 8  $30.00 $200.00 $230.00 

 9  $30.00 $170.00 $200.00 

 10  $30.00 $140.00 $170.00 

 11  $30.00 $120.00 $150.00 

 12  $30.00 $100.00 $130.00 

 13  $30.00 $100.00 $130.00 

 14/15 

 

$60.00 $100.00 $160.00 

 16  $30.00 $70.00 $100.00 

 17  $30.00 $70.00 $100.00 

 18  $30.00 $70.00 $100.00 

 19  $30.00 $50.00 $80.00 

 20  $30.00 $40.00 $70.00 

 21/22 

 

$60.00 $40.00 $100.00 

 23  $30.00 $30.00 $60.00 

 24  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 25  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 26  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 27  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 28  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 29  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 30  $30.00 $20.00 $50.00 

 31/32  

 

$60.00 $20.00 $80.00 

 33/34 

 

$60.00 $20.00 $80.00 
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 35  $30.00  $20.00 $40.00 

 36  $30.00 $10.00 $40.00 

 37  $30.00 $10.00 $40.00 

 38  $30.00 $10.00 $50.00 

 39 Dylan Chen $30.00  $30.00 

 40 Minghua Lei $30.00  $30.00 

 41  $30.00  $30.00 

 42  $30.00  $30.00 

 43  $30.00  $30.00 

 44  $30.00  $30.00 

 45  $30.00  $30.00 

 46  $30.00  $30.00 

 47  $30.00  $30.00 

 48  $30.00  $30.00 

 39  $30.00  $30.00 

 50  $30.00  $30.00 

 51  $30.00  $30.00 

 52  $30.00  $30.00 

 53  $30.00  $30.00 

 54  $30.00  $30.00 

 55  $30.00  $30.00 

 56  $30.00  $30.00 

 57  $30.00  $30.00 

 58  $30.00  $30.00 

 59  $30.00  $30.00 

 60  $30.00  $30.00 

 61  $30.00  $30.00 

 62  $30.00  $30.00 

 63  $30.00  $30.00 

 64  $30.00  $30.00 

 65  $30.00  $30.00 

 66  $30.00  $30.00 

 67  $30.00  $30.00 

 68  $30.00  $30.00 

 69  $30.00  $30.00 

 70  $30.00  $30.00 

 71  $30.00  $30.00 

 72  $30.00  $30.00 

 73  $30.00  $30.00 

 74  $30.00  $30.00 

 75  $30.00  $30.00 

 76  $30.00  $30.00 

 77  $30.00  $30.00 

 78  $30.00  $30.00 

 79  $30.00  $30.00 
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 80  $30.00  $30.00 

 81  $30.00  $30.00 

 82  $30.00  $30.00 

 83  $30.00  $30.00 

 84  $30.00  $30.00 

 85  $30.00  $30.00 

 86  $30.00  $30.00 

 87  $30.00  $30.00 

 88  $30.00  $30.00 

 89  $30.00  $30.00 

 90  $30.00  $30.00 

 91  $30.00  $30.00 

 92  $30.00  $30.00 

 94  $30.00  $30.00 

 95  $30.00  $30.00 

 96  $30.00  $30.00 

 97  $30.00  $30.00 

 98  $30.00  $30.00 

 99  $30.00  $30.00 

 100  $30.00  $30.00 

 101  $30.00  $30.00 

 102  $30.00  $30.00 

 103  $30.00  $30.00 

 104/105 

 

$60.00  $60.00 

 106  $30.00 $30.00 

    

  $3,120.00 $4,050.00 $7,170.00 
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As an “educated youth” (i.e. ZHIQING), I was “re-educated” while tilling the land in a 

Guangzhou village for two years, which helped develop in me a strong physique and a deep 

appreciation of the rural life style and mentality.  The 1977 nationwide college entrance exam, the 

first of its kind after a long hiatus during the Cultural Revolution, brought a reversal of fortunes to 

some 230,000 young people who had the audacity to try their luck and took me to Zhongda’s 

Foreign Languages Department as an English language major. Upon graduation from the Beiwai-

based UN graduate programme for translators and simultaneous interpreters in 1983, I worked as 

three successive Chinese Ambassadors’ interpreter, private secretary and policy researcher in 

London for over four years during which I also studied international law and political science at the 

London School of Economics and Oxford University.  Then, after three years of working in the 

Chinese Foreign Ministry, principally as interpreter/translator for top Chinese leaders, I joined the 

UN in early 1991 where I’ve been working ever since. 

It has been my distinct privilege serving on the SYSUAA board in the past four years.  Despite 

my numerous commitments on the job, at home and in society, I subscribe to the motto, “Whatever 

you do, do it well.”  In this spirit, I’ve endeavoured to do my utmost to live up to my alums’ 

confidence in me.  Over the years, I’ve experienced first-hand the time-honoured tradition, cohesion, 

vitality and wealth of talents of our great organization--a source of immense pride and inspiration.  

I’ve also developed great amity and forged close ties with a myriad of alums and friends of other 

organizations.  More importantly, I’ve gained a sense of fulfillment and satisfaction serving as a 

bridge, along with my fellow board members and our venerable advisors, our alums in the Tri-State 
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area and, to a varying degree, our alma mater.  I will always remain a committed and supportive 

member. 

My extensive interests include, inter alia, reading, international events, knowledge-building, 

interpreting/translation, teaching, music and art appreciation, networking, badminton, brisk walking, 

travel and doing voluntary work in selected fields to add value and meaning to one’s finite life.  
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        Gao Wen entered Zhongshan University in 1978 
as a Physics student.  She graduated in 1982 and 
started her graduate study right afterward.  When she 
graduated with her master degree in 1985, she was so 
attached to her alma mater that she became a teacher 
there. 
        In 1988, Gao Wen came to the United State to 
pursue her doctoral degree.  In the next three years, she 
passed the doctoral qualifying examination for Physics 
and acquired a master degree in computer science.  
Gao Wen has worked in the field of computer science 
since 1991.  She has experience in various industries, 

including banking, software engineering, market research, and manufacturing.  She is currently a 
manager in a software company.  Gao Wen is enthusiastic of information security.  She is the 
founder of the Long Island branch of (ISC) 2.  (ISC) 2 is a world recognized authority in information 
security. 
        Gao Wen is also active in community service.  She has been an eager participant in SYSUAA.  
She and her husband founded a cyber alumni association for class 1982 of Zhongda Physics 
Department.  About six years ago, Gao Wen and a couple of parents founded the Long Island School 
of Chinese.  The school has grown from a few classes to more than three hundred students. 
        Gao Wen is happily married to her college sweetheart, Jianghong Li.  Jianghong is a former 
SYSUAA board member.  Their son graduated from college in 2008, the same year their daughter 
entered high school. 

        I graduated from the Radio Electronics Department of Zhongshan University in 1987. After 
working at the Guangzhou branch of China Netcom Corp. Ltd., I immigrated to the U.S.A. in 2002.  
Now I am working happily at the Power Control Center, New York Metropolitan Transit Authority 
(MTA).  
        I miss very much the green trees, lawns and beautiful scenery in Sun Yat-sen University since I 
grew up on the Guangzhou South Campus.  I am very proud that I can work for SYSU’s Alumni 
Association in Greater New York. 
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Ting Jia graduated from the SYSU School of Life Sciences in 2003.  After finishing his 
bachelor’s thesis in the National University of Singapore, he came to the U.S. for graduate study in 
biomedical sciences. Currently, he is a Ph.D. candidate in Immunology at Cornell Medical School, 
expecting to graduate in December 2008.  During his Ph.D. study, he worked as a pre-doctoral 
research associate at the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center and specialized in infectious 
diseases.  He made significant progress in his projects and published in the most influential scientific 
journals, including Nature and Annual Reviews.  In addition, he was invited to present his work at 
five international conferences and his achievements were well recognized.  

Outside of academic work, he has great passion for backpacking and understanding the 
different cultures around the world.  He started backpacking at teenage and has had in-depth 
explorations in 25 provinces in China and 29 states in the U.S., as well as many European and Asian 
countries. 

       I majored in the English Language & English Literature at the Foreign Languages Dept., Dr. Sun 
Yat-sen University, 1960-1965. After graduation, I was assigned to work in a Wuhan teachers 
college where I taught English till 1979. Then I immigrated into the U.S. with my family after two 
years’ stay in H.K. for visa application.  
        Working as a waiter, then a school bilingual teacher in a P.S. for half a year, I came to know I 
could not go on like that because that was not the way to make a living I wanted. Through an ad in a 
newspaper, I contacted a CUNY college where I was greatly impressed by a big slogan in the 
registry office which read, “Education Is an Investment.”   “No pains, no gains” flushed into my 
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mind.  What’s more, free tuition for NYS students with low-income families, for four years!  After 
that, with the help of our Union DC37, I even got my master degree in computer sciences. Thanks to 
the college’s internship program, I was later hired by NYPD in 1985, then by F.I.S.A., both New 
York City agencies. Another way out for City employees’ job promotions was to take City exams of 
various kinds which came every three or four years.   
        Why was I able to pass the college entrance exams, including an English composition, then the 
English proficiency exam for graduation, & then all four City computer exams for promotions?  I 
owe all this to the 5 years’ education/training given to me by our Alma Mater, Dr. Sun Yat-sen U., 
i.e., a good chance for me to lay a solid foundation for my future job career.  As the saying goes, 
“When drinking water from the well, never forget the diggers.”  As a Board member, I’ll do my 
utmost for her & our Alumni Association in return.  Thank you.  

        I graduated from the Foreign Languages Department in 1985. After leaving the university, I 
never seem to have left school. After teaching English as a Foreign Language for three years in the 
Northwest Institute of Architectural Engineering (currently a college of Chang’An University) in 
Xi’an, I came to the United States in 1989.  In 1991 I received a Master’s Degree in Counselor 
Education. Then, I worked as a counselor in SUNY Farmingdale, Middle School 216 in Queens, 
New York, etc. Currently I am a guidance counselor in Stuyvesant High School, a specialized high 
school in the New York City Dept. of Education that many high performing students desire to attend.  
I love my profession and hope to develop further in public education.  In 2003, I was recognized as 
Guidance Counselor of the Year by the NYC Dept. of Education, and was honored to be included in 
the 2003-04 and 2004-05 versions of Who’s Who among America’s Teachers.  I am proud to be a 
Zhongda alum. As a board member of our Alumni Association, I sincerely hope to make new friends 
with other alumni and help continue the glorious tradition of our Alma Mater.   
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        I majored in the English Language at the Foreign Languages Department, Sun Yat-sen 
University.  After graduation I was sent to a remote mountainous village “to be educated by the poor 
and lower-middle peasants” in 1968.   Two years later I was assigned to teach at a junior middle 
school transformed from an old and shabby temple.  English was not taught at that school.  I did not 
have the opportunity to teach what I had learned at university.  But I never gave up improving my 
language skills.   
        In the late 1990’s I came to the United States.  Thanks to the language skills I had learned at 
university, I found it easier to get a job here.  For over fifteen years I have been working in the 
healthcare field.  Right now I am a social worker in a rehabilitation and residential health care 
facility.  Although my dream of becoming a physician did not come true, I have found great 
satisfaction and fun in helping those who are sick or less fortunate.   
        Thank you for choosing me as a board member of the association.  I will do my utmost to serve 
the alumni. 

        It is a great honor to serve SYSUAA.  
        I was graduated from Zhongshan University in Computer Science 
in 1984.  I was a teacher in Zhongda’s Electronics Department from 

1984 to 1988.  I came to the USA in 1988 as a foreign student.  I have been working in software 
development since 1992.  Now I am working for CA—Computer Associates. 
I like sports such as tennis, basket ball, badminton, and now I’m starting to learn golf.  I was lucky 
since I have met some alumni in the sports fields after moving to Long Island.  In addition, I also like 
Hi-Fi music, and this gives me a lot enjoyment and relaxation.  
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Remembering Our Mother Hsing Chow (1925 – 2007) 
 

Teresa Tan, Lawrence Tan, Norma Tan & Derek Chan 

Hsing Chow was a remarkable woman whose unique life spanned two cultures and traced the 
history of her times.  She, like others in her generation, survived wartime turmoil in China and 
emigrated to the United States, where she was able to continue her education and start a family.  As 
an immigrant, she struggled financially for many years, yet was able to raise four children and enjoy 
the good fortune of family, an independent career and lifelong friendships.  Later in her life, in the 
late 1970s, she returned to China as it re-established relations with the West.  Working 
internationally, she helped Chinese government officials and agencies partner with American and 
European investors; she was also a successful real estate developer.  By the end of her life, she 
achieved recognition for her dynamism, accomplishments and professional success. 
 Hsing Chow was born in a village in Canton, China in 1925, the daughter of Liang Ding Wei 
and Tsou Lu.  Tsou Lu, her father, was a revolutionary and a member of Dr. Sun Yat Sen’s inner 
circle.  A distinguished scholar and educator, Tsou Lu founded Sun Yat Sen University, which he led 
as President for many years.  Her mother, Liang Ding Wei, was a powerful activist in her own right.  
She participated in women’s movements in China between the two world wars, promoting social 
reform and charitable activities, including orphanages, medical clinics for the poor, and vocational 
classes for unemployed women.                                                                 

                                                                                                    

After the start of the war with Japan in 1937, 
Canton faced the threat of invasion.  Liang Ding Wei, 
Hsing Chow’s mother, organized a battlefield service 
group composed of student volunteers.  She personally led 
this group to provided needed aid to the frontline soldiers 
in Wuhan.  During this time, the university had to 
evacuate to Pingshek.  When Japanese troops were about 
to encroach upon Pingshek, Tsou Lu escaped to 
Chungking.  Hsing Chow, her mother, and two brothers 
became refugees, moving from place to place in 
Kwangdong and Kwangsi provinces.  Before the war’s 
end, Hsing Chow visited her father in Chungking.  He sent 
her to Chengdu to resume her disrupted higher education 
at the relocated Nanking Women’s University (Jin Ling 
College).  After graduating from Sun Yat Sen University, 
Hsing Chow returned to Canton to reunite with her family. 
                                                                               
 Concerned about the civil war, Tsou Lu 
encouraged his family members to leave the mainland.  
Hsing Chow traveled to the United States with her husband, Chi-Ming Tan, on student visas. She 
briefly pursued a master’s degree at Syracuse University until funds ran out.  She struggled to 
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support a young family, first working as a hat check girl and restaurant cashier.  Eventually, she 
became an insurance salesperson and later opened a small insurance agency on Mott Street in New 
York City’s Chinatown.  By that time she was divorced and raising her three children – Teresa, 
Lawrence, and Norma -- on her own.  Being a divorced, single mother was unusual at that time, 
particularly in the Chinese-American community.  She persevered with courage, facing many 
difficulties and disappointments.  She re-married in 1960 to Arthur Chan, with whom she had a son, 
Derek. 

As a result of her experiences during the war, Hsing Chow always believed that one’s attitude 
and education were the only source of security.  She taught her children to value learning and to seek 
joy in adventure, people, culture, and ideas.  As she often said, one’s home and possessions are 
easily lost due to circumstances beyond one’s control.  She marveled at the peaceful life that her 
American-born children took for granted, always reminding them not to view material possessions as 
self-defining or permanent. 

During the 1970s, after her second marriage ended, Hsing Chow left the insurance industry to 
start an import-export business.  Her company, Haibin International, maintained an office in the 
World Trade Center.  She eventually returned to China, moving to Hong Kong and taking trips to the 
mainland to broker deals as one of the early trade “pioneers”, eager to participate in China’s 
economic development and modernization.  During this time she worked with top government 
officials and corporate leaders.  For example, she was instrumental in helping Shanghai build its first 
modern 5-star luxury hotel, The Portman Hotel. She anticipated China’s accelerating rate of growth, 
once remarking that she wished she could help every Chinese person prepare for the shocking speed 
of change that they would experience over the coming years. 
 Due to ill health, Hsing Chow moved back to New York City from Hong Kong in September 
2005.  She was able to enjoy a brief period of time with her adult children and grandchild, 
Christopher (Tatanka), before passing away on January 15, 2007. 
Family and friends will always remember Hsing Chow as an extraordinary individual who faced 
formidable personal and professional challenges with courage and optimism.  Her charismatic 
personality, intelligence and physical beauty attracted people to her, as did her finesse, generosity, 
and open-minded spirit.  She is an example to be emulated. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

1. Does the order in which I place my choices affect my match? 
2. Do I need to apply for my zoned program? 
3. Am I assured of my zoned program? 
4. Can I apply for a zoned program if I do not live in the zoned area? 
5. Must I make 12 choices? 
6. Do high schools see how I rank them? 
7. Can I apply to a school more than once? 
8. How do I know the outcome of my Specialized High School Admissions Test (SHSAT) 

and/or La Guardia auditions? 
9. How do I know if my child is Top 2%? 
10. What information do schools see about the candidates? 
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National Sun Yat-sen University Alumni Association, Inc. 
 

:39 Bowery, PMB 564, New York, NY 10002, U.S.A. 
: www.sysuaa.org 

 


